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seize the shining diadem without at least an appearance of popular consent. It was now left to this Second Parliament to formally invite him to wear the Crown.
But before they drew their discussions towards that stupendous topic, they endeavoured to impress upon the Lord Protector a proper sense of the vast unpopularity of his institution of the Major-Generals. Their efforts met with so much success that Cromwell withdrew his Major-Generalsand abandoned the harsh system of decimation by which he had so severely oppressed the Royalists (January, 1657). This arrayed against him General Lambert, who, smarting already over the loss of the Lord Deputyship of Ireland, was now most reluctant to part with his military privileges in the north.
The negotiations for his assumption of the Crown began  in February and lasted until May, 165/.*    On Monday, February 23d,   Sir  Christopher  Pack,   an  alderman, and  member   for London, gravely asked leave to introduce a Remonstrance from the Parliament to his Highness.    The debate ran into the night,, and when Pack received permission to read his paper a candle was brought in to enable him to do so.    His Remonstrance proved to be a new Instrument of Government, in which the-powers of the Parliament were somewhat more clearly defined and those of the Single Person rather enlarged.    The discussion of this paper ran through the early spring, and under its-new name, "Petition and Advice Presented to his Highness" the fact was finally acknowledged with all the formality of pen and ink, that Oliver Cromwell was desired by his people represented in Parliament to take upon himself the title and office of King of England.    The vote was one hundred and twenty-three for the Kingship and sixty-two against.    In the opposition  were Lambert,  Desborough, and  Fleetwood, who passionately declared that Cromwell would never consent to it, " and therefore that it was very strange that any men should importune the putting such a question, before they knew that
1 See the full speeches on the Kingship in Cromwell's Letters and Speeches, iii., pp. 165 to 216.